see and respond, “Hello, Eva!” |
was enthralled. Could this be the
EVA of the telephone table?
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seems Lo Know ever
one knows her.

yonc and every-
Her spirit and
desire to help others have added to

side to see if the name

there. Protected from the fading of

was still

light and air, it was still as plain as
day - EVA. The question to Mama,
“Whatever happened to this Eva,”,

would bring

predictable responses:

“I heard she's now married and hss
children of her own’ or “I see her
now and then. She’s working dur-

ing the week.”

More than 45 years had now
gone by and my mother was losing
her central vision to macular
degeneration. The doctor had pro-
nounced that dreaded edict: no
more driving. My 30-mile trips
home had become more frequent
so that I could play chauffeur for
my still active and anxious-to-go
parent. On one of those days we
were in the grocery when I heard
the delighted greeting, “Why, hey,
Mrs. Dark! How're you doing?”

Mama needed no special glasses o0 home

Indeed it was, and no meeting of
any famous figure could have
thrilled me more. The conversation
that ensued brought Eva back into
our lives. On hearing that Mama

could no longer drive, this warm
and cheerful woman

declared that she nee
thing to do now that she was retired
and why didn’t Mama just call
when she needed 1o go somewhere,
From that offer evolved an arrange-
ment for Eva to spend one morning
a week puttering around house and
town with the mother who STILL
needed a break from her kid!

Now, three years later, there are
lots of Eva stories. There have been
escapades with cars, funny stories
of mixups, and plenty of laughter as  handle. The
these two ladies tackle the business
of an everyday life quite different
from the one they knew those many
years ago. Better known around mv

town as Miz Armstre

ded some-

my mother’s enjovment of life; and.

along with other good f

certainly made

Lo remain where

it e
she

ends, she's
asier for Mama
> wantis to be.

The little table still stands in the

hall and, while the proper Mrs.

promptly Armstrong insists that she didn’t do

it, 1 suspect il pleases my former
teen-age baby-sitter to know that
her graffiti has endured as a part of
my life for so long,

The fascination with those three

letters has not ended, though, for
I've come across them again in
another place. Rummaging through
a box of old silver in a shop recent-
ly, one spoon nearly leaped out at
me. [ could hardly believe what |
saw on the elegant curve of the
patina of age on the sil-
ver could not dim the engraving, in
simple block letters: EVA.

Serendipity? Maybe, but it surely

seemed more meaningful to me.
va  The spoon, Eva, is my gift to vou.
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