
NIY STORY

Christine Dark, left, and Eva Armstrong
stand next to Mrs. Armstrong's car m
Winnsboro.

A reunion
with Eva

By VICKI DARK DODDS
Colunibio

Ateen-ager wanting spending money, she
first appeared inourlives when my broth
er &nd 1were preschoolers •apparently

exhausting pre-schoolers. She'd come in the
afternoons to entertain us outside and give our
mother a break.

Ican't say Iactually remember those after
noons at ourWinnsboro home. She would like
ly have slipped into one of the voids in my
childhood memories, except that at some point
she left a memento that would be withus tor
years tocome, Maybe itwas a rainy day, or
maybe Mama had gone somewhere and she
had free access to the phone. Whatever it was.
on thesideof the single drawer in the little
maple table that the big black phone sal on, she
neatly inscribed hername in inch-tall block let
ters; EVA. ..

Time passed, we started school and Eva rm-
ishedit and wenton her way. A prettycherry
telephone table with an attached bench
replaced the little maple one. which was rele
gated to a comer ofthe hall, with a plant on top
and odds and ends inthedrawer. Over the
years, I'd note Eva's name on my infrequent
searchof something in that space, and the
"story ofEva" came tobe a more real part ot
my memory than she herself had been.

More time passed and, now grown up, I d
find myself occasionally checking the drawer
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